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DETAILED ACTION 



This is in responding to the amendment filed 05/15/2006. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



2. 



Claims 1-8, 12-19, 21-24, 29-30 are allowed. 



3. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



As to claims 1, 12, 19, and 24, the prior art as taught by Aoshima et al (US. Patent 
5,210,859) in view of Young (US. Patent 6,560,606) do not teach on render obvious the 
limitations recited in claims 1, 12, 19, 24, when taken in the context of the claims as a whole, 
modification of a module fimction in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree by the 
system controller is a modification selected firom the group consisting of an initialization of the 
module fimction, a reconfiguration of the module, or a shut down of the module fimction as 
recited in the independent claims 1, 12, 19, 24. Moreover, evidence for modifying the prior art 
teachings by one of ordinary skill level in the art was not uncovered so as to result in the 
invention as recited in claims 1, 12, 19, and 24. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272 3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

LeChi Truong 
August 4, 2006 




Application/Control Number: 09/895,936 



Art Unit: 2194 



Page 4 



Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be imacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no lather than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Mark C. Van Ness (Registration number: 39,865) on 8/03/2006. 

3. Amend the following claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving requirements for a plurality of modules; 

determining an inter-module dependency tree using a system controller , the inter-module 
dependency tree being based on the requirements; and 

modifying a module function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree using 
the system controller, wherein modifying a module function is a modification 
selected from the group consisting of initializing the module function in 
accordance with the inter-module dependency tree, reconfiguring the module 
function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree, and shutting down 
the module function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree . 
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2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising associating a 
configuration parameter with an inter-module dependency in the inter-module 
dependency tree. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising storing a default value for a 
configuration parameter. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein determining an inter-module 
dependency tree comprises associating a module command with an inter-module 
dependency. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein associating a module command with an 
inter-module dependency comprises determining a phase for a command of a module. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein modifying a module function 
comprises determining a command script based on a command association with an 
inter-module dependency. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein modifying a module function 
comprises associating a command of a first module with a command of a second module 
based upon an inter-module dependency for the first module and the second module. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7 wherein associating the command of the 
first module with a command of the second module comprises associating the command 
of the first module with the command of the second module based upon a phase 
identification. 
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9-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a system controller, the system controller comprising circuitry to store an inter-module 
dependency tree, the inter-module dependency tree being based on requirements 
for a plurality of modules, the system controller to modify a module function in 
accordance with the inter-module dependency tree , the system controller further 
comprising circuitry to modify a module function in accordance with an 
inter-module dependency tree : and 

a configuration manager coupled to the system controller [[.]] ; 

wherein modification of a module function in accordance with the inter-module 

dependency tree by the system controller is a modification selected fi-om the 
group consisting of an inifialization of the module function, a reconfiguration of 
the module function, and a shut down of the module function. 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[11]] 12, further comprising a current 
configuration database coupled to the configuration manager, the current configuration 
database containing one or more configurations for the plurality of modules that are not 
retained when the apparatus is initialized. 

14. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[11]] 12, further comprising a permanent 
configuration database coupled to the configuration manager via a command line 
interface, the permanent configuration database containing one or more configurations 
that are retained when the system is initialized. 
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15-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[11]] 12, wherein the configuration 
manager comprises circuitry to receive a configuration parameter change request. 

18. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[1 1]] 12, wherein the configuration 
manager comprises circuitry to modify a module fimction in accordance with a 
configuration parameter change request. 

19. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a network component comprising a system controller coupled to a configuration 
manager; 

a component coupled with the system controller to store an inter-module dependency 

tree, the inter-module dependency tree being based on requirements for a plurality 
of modules, the system controller to modify a module function in accordance with 
the inter-module dependency tree; and 

a station coupled to the network component[[.]] ; 

wherein the modification of a module function in accordance with the inter-module 
dependency tree by the system controller is a modification selected fi^om the 
group consisting of an initialization of the module function, a reconfiguration of 
the module function, or a shut down of the module function. 



20. (Cancelled) 
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21 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 19, wherein the system further comprises a 
permanent configuration parameter database coupled to the configuration manager via a 
command line interface, the permanent configuration database containing one or more 
configurations that are maintained when the system is rebooted. 

22. (Previously presented) The system of claim 19, wherein the station comprises a server to 
forward a transaction via the network component. 

23. (Previously presented) The system of claim 19, wherein the station comprises a 
management workstation to configure said network component. 

24. (Currently amended) A machine-readable medium containing instructions, which when 
executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform operations, comprising: 
receiving requirements for a plurality of modules; 

determining an inter-module dependency tree using a system controller , the inter-module 
dependency tree being based on the requirements; and 

modifying a module function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree using 
the system controller, wherein modifying a module function is a modification 
selected from the group consisting of initializing the module function in 
accordance with the inter-module dependency tree, reconfiguring the module 
function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree, and shutting down 
the module function in accordance with the inter-module dependency tree . 
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25. (Previously presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 24 wherein determining 
an inter-module dependency tree comprises associating a module conmiand with an 
inter-module dependency. 

26-28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Previously presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 24 wherein modifying 
the module function comprises reconfiguring a module function in accordance with the 
inter-module dependency tree. 

30. (Previously presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 24 wherein modifying a 
module function comprises shutting down the module function in accordance with the 
inter-module dependency tree. 

31-32. (Cancelled) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is ( 571) 272 3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.|gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

LeChi Truong 
August 4, 2006 




